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Sid Puddicombe who would become known as the patriarch of golf course 
superintendents in Alberta, got his start watering greens at night in Saskatchewan. 
His first formal training was provided in Winnipeg by a Canadian turfgrass legend 
by the name of John B. Steel whose name now adorns the Canadian Golf Course 
Superintendents Association highest annual award for excellence; an award that 

Sid proudly won in 1987. 

Sid worked at the Saskatoon Riverside Golf Course until 1968. He then moved to 
the Mayfair Golf and Country Club where he plied his trade until 1988. He was the 

first to successfully implement covering greens in the winter to enhance spring 
conditions. 



 
 
 

 

Always one to give back to the game, Sid was well known for mentoring young up 
and coming superintendents, many of whom became well renowned in their own 

right. Following along a long line of golf course turf managers, Sid also 
volunteered his time to the Alberta Golf Association as a director with a role to 

educating clubs on the tricks of the trade. He started a turf school at the Fairview 
and Olds Colleges and was instrumental in hosting annual spring conferences with 
the goal of furthering the conditions of all Alberta golf courses through education. 

Sid would later go onto create his own golf course design and construction 
company. Along with his 3 sons, the Puddicombe’s have influenced the design and 

construction of a multitude number of courses worldwide. 

 


